How to write a PhD proposal for consideration by the 

Department of Theatre, Film and Television Studies, Aberystwyth University.
As part of the application process (see http://www.aber.ac.uk/pga/web/apply.htm) you will be expected to submit a research proposal.  Your proposal will be assessed in relation to its quality and compatibility with the research strengths and priorities represented in the research profile of the Department of Theatre, Film and Television Studies (please see our research pages at http://www.aber.ac.uk/en/tfts/research/)

Your proposal should be between 1000-1500 words and detail clearly and concisely the research questions that you wish to address and the methods that you propose to use in order to develop the research.  Your proposal should demonstrate clarity of research aims and objectives and be grounded within the relevant academic discipline(s).  The potential of your research to make an original contribution to knowledge in the field should also be evident in your proposal.  
You may find it helpful to think about the following questions when preparing your proposal:

1. What is the broad field within which your PhD topic falls? In what ways has your own academic background or training prepared you for research within this field?
2. How would you summarise the subject matter of the thesis?  What is your working title? What is (are) your main research question(s)?
3. Who are the main theorists who have made a contribution to this area of research?  How will your thesis extend, elaborate upon or provide a critique of their work?   You should show that you are aware of the debates and issues raised in relevant bodies of literature and how your work will contribute to the field (include a list of references in your bibliography).
4. Upon what conceptual/theoretical framework will you base your research?

5. Have you identified a clear and practical methodology which enables you to answer the research question(s)? How do you expect to carry out your research?  What specific techniques of investigation and analysis might you use and why? What data or source material will you require? 
6. Is the proposed research feasible within the timeframe of a PhD candidature?  Please provide an outline schedule of work.
7.  Are there any ethical implications arising from your research and how will these be managed?

8.  If your proposal is for a practice-based PhD, what relevant practical/professional experience do you have?

9. What will make your thesis an original contribution to knowledge?

