
Indoor controlled agricultural systems  

There are options for farming crops and livestock in indoor environments with certain 

systems like pigs, poultry, greenhouses and vertical farming leaning naturally to indoor use  

Why indoors? 

What about sustainability and the environment? 

Indoor systems require energy and inputs but there are ways to make them more efficient 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know? 

Indoor productivity tends to 

be higher per unit of space so 

could help to free up land 

specifically for use in 

sustainable and 

environmental practices like 

increasing woodlands or 

producing species-rich 

ecosystem-benefitting  

pasture swards  

 

Why Indoors? 

What about sustainability and the environment? 



Indoor farming figures 

Most livestock systems in the UK require housing at least partial during winter months and 

often during birthing with all indoor farming having the scope for increased fine control  

Barriers and challenges 

 

• Some locations may benefit better with one system over another  

• Combination systems could add sustainability and economic benefits  

• Different uses could open up diversification opportunities and revenue streams 

• Currently knowledge and expertise of indoor system is lacking more in the UK 

Indoor farming figures UK 

Barriers and challenges 

Outdoor vs Indoor 



• People tend to discuss livestock and crop indoor systems separately 

• Essentially both have the same or similar benefit, challenges and considerations 

• Technologies between these overlap with regards to heating, ventilating and others 

• There are even experimental systems for combining crops and livestock indoors 

 

Livestock and crops 


