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his issue of IGER Innovations differs from

those that preceded it.  We felt that the advent of

a new millennium presented an opportunity to

consider the full breadth of IGER's contribution to

agricultural research and to evaluate the challenges

that are developing currently.  Accordingly, four of

the contributions are broader in scope than previous

articles. These attempt to provide a context within

which the opportunities provided by new and

evolving technologies are outlined in the other three

articles.  In turn, these cover the remit of the key

research themes at IGER; Sustainable Systems,

Improving Crop Performance and Quality Feeds. 

There are, however, other reasons than the date that

make such a broad review timely.  The whole of UK

agriculture, including the grassland and extensive

sectors, is under huge pressure, and significant

changes are inevitable.  As I argue in the last chapter,

such changes are likely to result in a range of

different ways in which technology and research can

impinge upon farming and land use.  I believe it is

very important for an organisation like IGER to have

a clear view of how its research outputs are likely to

be taken up, and to use this in setting targets and

generating its strategy.  I am grateful to all my fellow

authors who have worked hard in their articles to

demonstrate how our research has responded to the

needs of the end-user.

What is of particular interest to me in this volume is

the strong sense of continuity that pervades it.

Despite the various organisational changes that the

Institute has gone through since 1919, some of which

are detailed in the table below, the message is clear.

Sustainable production systems benefit strongly

from the outputs of both breeding- and systems-

oriented research and sustainable production helps to

sustain the rural economy.  The founding fathers of

IGER would recognise the significance of this

duality as much as their descendants do.

Implicit in the chapters that follow are the

contributions to research, development and

extension of all the past and current staff of the

Institute.  Early in the editorial process, I decided

that it would be invidious to mention anyone by

name, given the sustained efforts of so many on

behalf of our research.  This was done not because I

wish to minimise the immense contributions made

by specific individuals in the development of the

Institute; more that I wanted this volume to focus on

our achievements and plans.  For those interested in

personalising the story, I have attached a few
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references below that should help them.  However,

this volume is dedicated to all those, past and

present, who have contributed to our scientific

endeavours.  In my view it is an excellent vehicle to

convey our gratitude.
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Date Events relating to the Welsh Events relating to the Grassland

Plant Breeding Station Research Institute

1919 WPBS established in Aberystwyth

1940 Grassland Improvement Station

established at Drayton

1949 Renamed the Grassland Research Institute

at the opening of the Hurley site 

1953 WPBS move to Plas Gogerddan site

and officially opened by HRH

Queen Elizabeth in 1955

1981 North Wyke acquired

1983 Bronydd Mawr acquired

1985 GRI and National Institute of Dairy

Research amalgamated to form the

Animal and Grassland Research Institute

1987 Institute of Grassland and Animal Production established by amalgamation of

WPBS (including Bronydd Mawr), IGAP (Hurley and North Wyke), Shinfield

(Pig Department) and Roslin (Poultry Department)

1990 Institute of Grassland and Environmental Research established to include sites at 

Aberystwyth, Hurley (to be closed in 1992), North Wyke and Bronydd Mawr

1992 Trawsgoed acquired (Nr Aberystwyth)

2000 IGER is currently based at Aberystwyth, North Wyke, Bronydd Mawr 

and Trawsgoed

Key dates in the evolution of IGER
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