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Institute of Mathematics, Physics and Computer Science 
SSSC Physics 27th April, 2016 – 13.00 Physics Common Room 
 
Present: Chris Finlayson (cef2), Edwin Flikkema (edf), Maire Gorman(mng), Eleri Pryse (sep), Xing Li 

(xxl), Nia Ellis (nrj), Andy Evans (dne), Faye ap Geraint(faa4) (1st part of meeting), Ryan Cutter, Tony 

Cook (atc), Sandy Spence (axs), Phoebe Holcombe (psh6), Chris Lorch (chl28), Dean Clarke (dtc2), 

Rachel Evans(nee21), Alex Pitchford(agp1), Katie Hope (klh12), Gareth Stephens (gfs2), Naveena 

Vijayan (nav), Chloe Summer (cus49) 

 

1. Apologies for absence:  

Giselle Morris, Paola Montoya, Nick Mellor, Tom Cross, Gwenno Foster-Evans 

       

2. Minutes of the last meeting – 2 March 2016 

The minutes of the last meeting were accepted 

 

3. Matters Arising from the minutes of 2 March 2016 

 

Action table 

No. Minute No Action Whose Action Action 
Status 

1. 4.2 Contact the Director of 
Infrastructure, concerning 
available study areas for all 
years. 

RE Done. An 
e-mail sent 
to 
students. 

2. 5.1.2 Discuss preparation time for 
tests with the coordinators 
of the module(s) in question 

Phoebe (Y1) Done. 

3. 5.4.2. Advertise the use of 
Computer Science 
computer rooms to all 
Physics students 

Reps Facebook 
list groups 
posted to. 
The 
General 
Office 
would also 
e-mail 
students 

4. 5.3.4 Re; lectures being interrupted 
by Visiting Days. Engagement 
with feedback channels (e.g. 
TUN).  

Students/Reps Done 

5. 5.4.2 Staff to discuss marking of 
dissertations at next subject 
group 

SEP Done 

6. 6.1 
 

Student reps to spread the word 
about using Keynote database 
and to give positive feedback 
where possible 

Student Reps Done 
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4. Tell Us Now report (Faye ap Geraint) 

(faa40) reported that 217 issues had gone through the Tell us now by 10th January, with 52 

‘we said, we did ‘actions also. A review meeting would be held shortly to sort out some of 

the teething problems with the TUN Campaign. 

There was a trialling of an on-line module survey at the moment which would mean that 

module co-ordinators would receive the data sooner. A counter would be used in lectures to 

see how many students completed the survey instantly. The feedback from lecturers would 

then be placed on Blackboard.  

The last TUN had resulted in a new quiet space for students, with £10k spent on computers 

in room 106.  Also, through the TUN survey the printer in the Lab had been hooked up 

immediately after students brought it to the attention of the TUN team.  It was explained 

that some TUN requests could be done quickly, whereas others have to go to various 

committees therefore taking a bit more time. 

 

1. ACTION: Sandy and Faye would discuss and review how Room 106 could be best 

utilised 

 

    5.  Student Matters 

 

     5.1   Year 0 

 

     5.1.1 The Year 0 rep was unable to attend the meeting. 

 

The new Outreach Fellow, Martin Nelmes, will be involved with Yr. 0 in the next session, as 

well as offering a pastoral role. 

 

     5.2 Year 1 

 

5.2.1 Blackboard -A student had raised a query about submission on Blackboard, as BB does not 

give a receipt like “Turn-It-In”. A misleading page, which appears prior to submission is also 

reported. 

2. ACTION: Staff to discuss with Heather McCreadie (staff library contact) regarding the 

best use of Blackboard and Turn-It-In, and Andy Evans to consult Neal Taylor, as 

IMPACs e-rep. 

 

3. ACTION: To consult with Information Services, if it is possible to send an automated e-

mail a couple of hours before the assignment deadline, so students could check if 

submission was complete. Can a “do you want to leave this page” message could pop-

up on the assignment submission page? 

 

 

7. 6.3 
 

A member of the TUN team to 
be invited to the next meeting 

RE Done 

8. 
 

6.4 Investigate the possibility of 
finding a suitable web based poll 
for students use. 

SS Ongoing 
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       5.3 Year 2  

 

4. ACTION: Some students had requested blinds for the Library. 

 

5.3.1. A Level Scholarship – A student had reportedly not received her scholarship 

automatically last year and had to make a few enquiries before finally receiving it.  A similar 

problem is apparent this year, and the scholarship also does not show on the student’s 

record.  

 

5. ACTION: The procedures for University Scholarships had been revised and were now 

issued centrally rather than Departmentally.  Andy would check all students who were 

due to get a scholarship in Years 2-4 and e-mail concerned students.  There should be 

no issues with the current 1st years as they would be administrated centrally. 

 

5.3.2. Workshops – The extra workshops for Y2 modules were appreciated by students. 

 

5.4  Year 3 

 

5.4.1 Consistency of dissertation marking had been raised at the Learning and Teaching 

Committee; this will also be discussed in more detail over the summer. Some students 

related that prospective employers often request a provisional grade for the Literature 

Review, even though it was only worth 15% of the project module.  Students are encouraged 

to ask staff for advice well in advance of submitting their dissertation draft, and a minimum 

contact time of an hour for this would be advised for future years. 

 

6. ACTION : Eleri to arrange a meeting during Induction Week to explain the Y3 project 

procedures. (Follow-up from RUW). 

 

7. ACTION: consider the possibility of a change to the date of project report submission 

to be a few days before or after the bank holiday.  This year the submission date was 

the day after the May Day bank holiday. 

 

5.5   Year 4 

 

5.5.1 Keynote - Students have been informed of the Keynote database. Sandy was looking 

into web polls. 

 

5.5.2 – Yr.4 Project There had been some confusion regarding the Year 4 Project submission 

date. Rudi Winter (RUW) has now sent an e-mail to clarify. 

 

5.6   Postgraduates 

 

5.6.1 The allocation of postgraduate demonstrators would be completed by the end of 

the semester, giving postgraduates the whole of the summer to prepare.  Preparatory work 

would be included in the total hours on the timesheet. 

 

5.7 Welsh Medium 
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5.7.1 The Welsh Medium rep was unable to attend the meeting.  She had sent a request to 

deliver her Y3 project presentation through the Medium of Welsh. 

 

8. ACTION: Eleri (SEP) to look into arranging for this project presentation through the 

medium of Welsh 

 

 6.     Careers and Employability 

9. ACTION: Huw Morgan to send an e-mail to 2nd year students to remind them to check 

“Graduate Jobs” 

7. Diversity and Inclusion 

A new Departmental Equality and Diversity committee had recently been formed. The JUNO 

(gender equality) application was due to be re-submitted in the next couple of weeks. 

8. Staff Matters 

The Y3/4 project module survey document was distributed (CF, on behalf of RUW).  There 

had been 40 from 77 responses; this was separate to the Tell Us Now survey. 

Most responses were in ‘green’ and only a few in ‘red’.  Any comments on the project 

document from the Committee should go to Rudi. 

SSCC mailing list proposed by Sandy (SS). 

10. ACTION: IMPACS support to populate a Physics SSSC mailing list 

9. Any other business 

 

9.1. Student Lead Teaching Awards – despite Physics staff getting numerous nominations, 

none made it to the short list. 

 

11. ACTION: Alex (agp1) to ask for statistics on the number of applications per department, 

and the number of candidates shortlisted by department 

9.2. The Academic Executive has asked for success stories that arose, to be passed on via the 

SSCC. 

 

12. ACTION: SSSC student representatives to pass on suitable material, via Alex 

 

10. Nia Ellis – update on IS issues (verbatim) 

11. IS have appointed a new subject librarian in place of Sahm Nikoi. I’m sure that you’re glad to 
know that the post has been filled by Simon French, who filled in for Sahm earlier this year. 
Simon will start on his duties on the 1st June. Until then, please continue to use the 
acastaff@aber.ac.uk address for any queries which you would previously have sent to 
Sahm/Simon. 

12. In the last SSCC 2nd March, there was lots of positive feedback for a Keynote which was 
available on a trial basis. Since then, we received news that current industry reports were 
not going to be added to Keynote after May, which makes this database a lot less attractive 
and not such good value for money. Following this news, we are looking at possible 
alternatives and will let you know of trials to other databases. 

13. Access to the Hugh Owen Library is only via Aber Card until end of May 
14. Please note that no hot food is to be eaten in any of our libraries 

mailto:acastaff@aber.ac.uk
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15. Information Services is updating the software on public service computers in all the centrally 
timetabled and open access computer rooms across campus again this summer. This year 
we will be updating the operating system on the public workstations to Windows 10 64bit 
and will also be upgrading to Microsoft Office 2016. If you need specific software to be 
installed on the public workstations for your students please let us know by emailing your 
requirements to psv-software@aber.ac.uk. For your software requirements to be included 
we will need: 

1.       Details of the software required to be emailed to psv-software@aber.ac.uk by 

6th May 2016. 

2.       Proof of licensing to allow for the installation of the software on 900+ PCs 

3.       The software to be Windows 10 64bit compatible 

IS requires feedback from all academic departments on their software requirements by 6th 

May 2016. It is unlikely that we’ll be able to include requests received after this date for the 

start of term in September.  

 

16. The meeting came to a close. As convener, and on behalf of the Physics staff, Chris 

Finlayson thanked the student representatives for all their excellent work over the year. 

 

 

 

No. Minute 
No. 

Action Whose 
Action 

By Actio
n 
Status 

1 4 Sandy and Faye to discuss how room 
106 would be best utilised 

AXS &  
FAA4 

  

2 5.2.1 Staff to discuss with Heather regarding 
the best use of Blackboard and Turn-It-
In and Andy to talk to Neal Taylor as 
IMPACs e-rep. 

AE/staff   

3 5.2.1 Ask I.S. if it is possible to send an 
automated e-mail a couple of hours 
before the assignment deadline. Also a 
‘do you want to leave this page’ 
message on the assignment 
submission page. 

CF   

4 5.3 A few students had requested a blind 
for the Library. 

CF   

5 5.3.1 Andy to check all students who were 
due to get a scholarship in Years 2-4 
and e-mail concerned students 

AE   

6 5.4.1 Eleri to arrange a meeting for 2nd years 
during Induction Week to explain the 
project procedure. 

SEP   

7 5.4.1 Consider the possibility of a change to 
the date of project report submission 
to be a few days before or after the 
the May Day bank holiday. 

SEP/RUW   

8 5.7.1 Eleri to look into arranging project 
presentations through the Medium of 
Welsh 

SEP   

mailto:psv-software@aber.ac.uk
mailto:psv-software@aber.ac.uk
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9 6 Huw to send an e-mail to 2nd year 
students to remind them to check 
“Graduate Jobs” 

HM   

10 8 IMPACS support to populate a Physics 
SSSC mailing list 

CF/SS   

11 9.1 Alex (agp1) to ask for statistics on the 
number of SLTA applications per 
department, and the number of 
candidates shortlisted by department. 

AGP1   

12 9.2 Academic Executive - SSSC student 
representatives to pass on suitable 
stories, via Alex (agp1) 

Student 
Reps. 

  

 

 

 


