
SEFYDLIAD MATHEMATEG A FFISEG 

PWYLLGOR YMGYNGHOROL MYFYRWYR/STAFF (FFISEG) 

STAFF STUDENT CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE (PHYSICS) 

MINUTES OF MEETING OF 5 NOVEMBER AT 13.00 IN ROOM 225 

Present: Larry Parker (Year 4) Nicolina Chrysaphi (Year 3)  Lloyd Woodham ( Year  3 )                            
Charlotte House (Year 3 )   Chris Lorch (Year 2  )    Connor Bentley   ( Year 1  )  Naveena Vijayan ( Year 1  ) 
Charlotte Carter (Year 0) Gareth Stephens (Year 0  )   Jacob Faulkner (Year 0   ) 
 

Staff: Dr Balazs Pinter (Year 0 Co-ordinator), Dr Edwin Flikkema (Year 1 Co-ordinator) Dr David Langstaff 

(Year 1 Co-ordinator) Dr Chris Finlayson (Year 2 Co-ordinator) Dr Xing Li (Year 3 Co-ordinator) Dr Eleri Pryse 

(Year 4 Co-ordinator and Deputy Director of Learning and Teaching) Sahm Nikoi (Information Services) 

Apologies: Sara Filipova Fileva, L Postle, Steve Turner, Alex Nielsen, Katie Hope 

In attendance: Myfanwy Cowdy 

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

See above 

2. APPOINTMENT OF STUDENT CHAIR FOR 2014/15 

 

Gareth Stevens was appointed chair for the current session 

 

3. MINUTES OF LAST MEETING – 9 APRIL 2014 

The chair asked for confirmation that everyone was now having a meeting with their personal 

tutors. Staff confirmed that the Personal Tutees would have all have been contacted by staff and 

that everyone should by now have had a meeting. 

      4. MATTERS ARISING 

LAB ISSUE  

Students use the lab for independent study but it was difficult sometimes due to the level of noise.  

If a presentation was taking place then it should be  common curtesy to keep the noise to a 

minimum. 

QUESTIONNAIRES 

 Mmodule questionnaires are handed out in week 9 

STUDENT MATTERS 

Year 0 – MP12910 is a second semester module so its planning and presentation would be looked 

at in the following semester. 

It was mentioned that Graph work had to be done for the lab works but the lecture was delivered 

after the work was submitted.  The marked scripts were therefore 30-40% lower than previous 

weeks.  

Balazs suggested giving out a list of topics so students would know what’s coming up and also 

ensure the lecturers could introduce the teaching earlier 



Year 1 – The concern with the general disengagement by first year students to the course had now 

been acted upon. Student attendance is regularly monitored and those with attendance levels 

below a certain level were called in for interview. 

Departmental Library – Students raised an issue on low lighting levels in the Physical Sciences 

Library in comparison with the Hugh Owen Library.  The lighting issue/leakage had been reported 

to estates numerous times.   

A visiting parent had also recently commented about the state of the Library.  It would be again

 reported to estates. 

Concern was expressed about the lack of investment in the library and its future.  It was suggested 

that IMPACS could look into the funding of possible renovations. 

The Intersite Library service was mentioned.  When a book gets ordered on PRIMO it gets delivered 

the next day.  

More copies would be made available of certain books.  The normal ratio of books to student is 1 

printed book to 10 students.  The on-line version is based on the No. of students on a module.  The 

‘more books campaign’ was mentioned where students can request a book if less than £50. 

Assignments 

It was asked if before submitting assignments that students could have the opportunity to go over 

the assignment. Group working is encouraged but students were reminded of rules on unfair 

practice. 

Labs 

It was mentioned that during lab work some students left before the end of the sessions  This 

would be looked at and students encouraged to stay for the whole session. 

Year 2 – The slowness of the computers was raised and it was reported that new hardware was 

now available and local servers would be installed. This would enable students to log in instantly. 

Concern was shown regarding the  computer labs compared to other universities. It could be a 

possibility that the Computer Science new lab facilities could be shared. The final year Project 

workers do have access to other laboratories. 

The Quality of Teaching was regarded as good as well as presentation but bad facilities could lower 

student satisfaction. 

It was confirmed that the request for the laboratories to me made into study areas during the 

Easter break had been done. 

New academic tutorials had been introduced this year so there would be no need to add an extra 

hour tutorial to 2nd year modules. 

 

A timetable of assignment deadlines had been produced and made available to students. Issues 

with ‘bunching’ were highlighted for students in different degree schemes. Provisional deadlines 

would be produced that could be then updated as necessary and Blackboard would be the ideal 

place. 

Some students thought that past papers seemed easier and some of the current ones were found 

to be exceptionally difficult. 



Dates of assignments could be made available earlier so students could work on them as they go 

along. Larger assignments could take up to a week to do whereas the smaller assignments could 

take a day. 

A ‘to do list’ might also be useful to post on Blackboard. Assignments were placed in one particular 

place and lecturers should communicate where they upload relevant material.  Blackboard also 

doesn’t automatically list assignment deadline.  IS would be approached to see if it would be 

possible to include ‘My Deadlines’ on Blackboard similar to the existing ‘My modules’ 

It was also noted that the work on Stars and Planet was harder than the material available on 

Blackboard.  It would be brought to the attention of the module co-ordinator. 

The water cooler was still not in place and drinking water was only available in the toilets.   

Year 3 

It was agreed that feedback to questions (after assignments have been marked) would be placed 

on Blackboard and that it should happen with every module. 

 

Year 4 

There were no matters to discuss. 

              Postgraduate 

There were no matters to discuss.   

6. STAFF MATTERS 

Staff introduced themselves as year tutors and students were thanked for their input into the 

meeting. 

Sahm asked 1st year representatives for their opinion on E-book.  One liked the E-book and another 

hadn’t used it.  To gain more opinion on E-book it was suggested to e-mail all the 2nd year students 

to find out the general impression 

7.  AOB 

It was thought that more use of Excel could be done instead of Sci lab.  Sci Lab wasn’t used after 

the 2nd year.  Most agreed that perhaps SCy lab wasn’t possibly the best option and that employers 

look for a spectrum of programmes 

The next formal meeting would be after the exams in February.  

The meeting came to a close at 2.30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 


