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Institute of Mathematics, Physics and Computer Science 

SSCC Physics, 9th November 2016 – 13.00 Physics Common Room 

Present: Chris Finlayson (cef2), Edwin Flikkema (edf), Xing Li(xxl), Andy Evans (dne), Dave Langstaff 

(DPL), Rudi Winder (RW), Fagin Hales (fah4), Elliot Vale (ejv5), Chris Lorch (chl38), Brandon Kelly 

(bkk1), Chloe Sumner (cas49), Niamh McNulty, Naveena Vijayan (nav), Alex Pitchford (agp1), Harri 

Williams (haw23); Ross Geddes (rjg1), Paola Montoya (pgm2); Phoebe Holcombe (phs6) 

In Attendance: Myfanwy Cowdy (mmm) 

Announcement from Staff Convenor (CF). 

Chloe Sumner (Y3) will be the Student Chair of the Physics SSCC for 2016-17, following the online 

ballot of reps. Katie-Rose Martin (Y1, kam69) will be the Deputy Student Chair. 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Sandy Spence 

2. Minutes of the last Meeting 

The minutes were accepted but action point 6 would be changed to action point 3 

       3. Matters Arising from the minutes of 27 April 2016 

No. Minute 
No. 

Action Whose 
Action 

Action 
Status 

1 4 Sandy and Faye to discuss how room 
106 would be best utilised 

AXS&  
FAA4 

Done 

2 5.2.1 Staff to discuss with Heather regarding 
the best use of Blackboard and 
Turnitin and Andy to talk to Neal 
Taylor as IMPACs e-rep. 
 

AE/staff Done 

3 5.2.1 To ask IS if it is possible to send an 
automated e-mail a couple of hours 
before the assignment deadline Also a 
‘do you want to leave this page’ 
message on the assignment 
submission page. 
 

CF Ongoing 

4 5.3 A few students had requested a blind 
for the Library. 

CF Solar film 
had been 
installed 
instead of 
blinds 

5 5.3.1 Andy Evans would check all students 
who were due to get a scholarship in 
Years 2-4 and e-mail all students 

AE Done 

6 5.4.1 Eleri Pryse to arrange a meeting for 2nd 
years during induction Week to explain 
the project procedures 

SEP Done 

7 5.4.1 Consider the possibility of a change to 
the date of project report submission 

SEP/RU
W 

Done* 
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to be a few days before or after the 
May Day Bank holiday. 

8 5.7.1 Eleri Pryse to look into arranging the 
project presentations through the 
Medium of Welsh 

SEP Done 

10 8 IMPACs support to populate a Physics 
SSCC mailing list 

CF/SS Done 

11 9.1 Alex (agp10) to ask for statistics on the 
number of SLTA applications per 
department, and the number of 
candidates shortlisted by department 

AGP1 Done 

12 9.2 Academic Executive - SSSC student 
representatives to pass on successes 
via Alex (agp1) 

Student 
Reps. 

Done 

 

*Addenda; Action point 7. RW notes that the Y4 project deadline is two weeks later anyway, that 

the Y3 deadline cannot be any later as it would interfere with project talks and exams, and that 

submission opens a week before the deadline, so that students can avoid the bank holiday 

weekend if they wish. 

 

4. Student Matters 

 

4.1 Year 0 

4.1.1 The Year 0 reps were unable to attend the meeting 

4.2 Year 1 

4.2.1 No issues 

4.3 Year 2 

4.3.1 “Python” coding workshop – The number of demonstrators during the 

workshops, and the resources needed to assist students with completing the 

exercises, was raised. The possibility of a joint module with Maths/Comp Sci had 

been looked at, but there was no space on the timetable at present. 

4.3.2 The discussion prompted input from the Year 3/4 reps present, and also the PG 

rep (agp1). It was felt that clearer pathways for Python teaching across Years, and 

a better learning differentiation of the coding and physics, were needed (see also 

Year 3 Matters, point 4.4.2 below). 

1.ACTION: AE in to look again at the whole strategy for teaching Python and to take it 

again to the Institute L&T.  More demonstrators would also be sought for next year. 

2. ACTION: To request volunteers from Years 3 & 4 to support 2nd years, and also staff to 

look into more intensive teaching of Python in the first year. 

3. ACTION: Year 2 Reps to discuss with EDF, Tom Knight and CF, regarding integration of 

coding into more modules. 

4. ACTION: To contact the Institute Python help desk for advice, and Year 2 Reps to send 

the link to the on-line support to Year 2 students. 
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4.4 Year 3 

4.4.1 3rd Year Projects: The Third year project list would be available before the Easter 

Break and an e-mail would be sent around to Year 2 students. 

4.4.2 Numerical Methods Module – This module is coding heavy, and it was suggested 

that coding in 2nd year modules would be looked at. RW agrees to explore possibilities for 

the inclusion of physics-based Python problems in Y2, such as the Thermal Physics 

(PH215) problem sheets. 

4.4.3 Due to the timetabling room changes from Llandinam to the third floor of the 

Physical Sciences building, there was no Panopto or Aber card reader available.  No other 

suitable rooms were available at the moment, but it was hoped that the third floor room 

would be adapted soon.  

4.4.4 – Library - There did not appear to be enough text books for certain assignments, as 

a few students reported having to buy books. RW mentioned that “Aspire” only lists one 

edition, so other editions could also be in existence. The University’s external store could 

be another option for finding books. When the Library is un-manned the staff schedule 

for the week is on the wall. Library use has increased this year compared to the previous 

year, and the Quiet Group Study was well utilised. 

4.4.5 Signage issues around the building to be sent to ‘Your voice matters’, as they might 

be looked at quicker than going via Estates Office. 

5.ACTION: RW will arrange a Y2 information session about student project choices before 

the Easter break. 

6. ACTION: RW to explore possibilities for the inclusion of physics-based Python problems 

in Y2, such as the Thermal Physics (PH215) problem sheets. 

7. ACTION: Student Reps to contact Year Tutors and Heather McCreadie regarding 

improved access to e-books. 

4.5 Year 4 

4.5.1. Positive feedback for XL lectures; writing equations on the whiteboard made it 

easier to follow/understand. 

4.5.2 Project allocation – RW thanked the student reps for summarising this issue before 

the meeting. The request to start projects before the summer could prove difficult and 

not everyone would be able to start in the summer due to other commitments, such as 

summer project or work. There is also no guaranteed tutorial or staff time available 

during the summer. The list of projects is posted on the web site before Easter and the 

students are also e-mailed at this time. An information session would also be given in the 

last scheduled Lab session before the Easter break in Year 2.  

4.5.3 Theoretical Physics - 40 credit project did not seem to be available for Theoretical 

Physics students; this is due to the pre-requisites within this scheme. 
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4.5.4 Communicating Topics in Physics – It was unsure if a ‘critique’ was needed or an 

‘article’ for the module.  Student also reported that it was also difficult to know how to 

pitch the presentation. Also, the papers made available were quite limited in topic. The 

tighter deadline this year was due to the general spreading out of assignment deadline 

(Year 4 Tutor), so that ‘bunching’ of assignments wouldn’t occur. 

4.5.5 Quantum Technology – The teaching of the module was very good, but the title 

seemed a bit misleading! The module seemed more like “Advanced Quantum 

Mechanics”, as there did not seem to be a lot of ‘Technology’ in the module at the 

moment 

8. ACTION: To create a provisional list of projects in Semester 1 (with caveats noted; such 

as staff changes, students re-sitting a year), to enable discussion earlier in Semester 2, 

before the exam revision period. 

9 ACTION: Student reps. to create a poll for 2nd, 3rd & 4th year students asking for their 

views on the project allocation process. The result would be reported back at the next 

meeting. The poll would ask if Project allocation should be before the summer break; 

those that hadn’t chosen would be at a disadvantage in October, as the majority of topics 

might have already been selected. 

10. ACTION: To raise the issue with the Theoretical Physics project at the next Maths and 

Physics L & T meetings 

11. ACTION: Clearer Guidance to be given on the Communication Topics in Physics 

module and better selection of papers to be provided – SEP to Discuss with JG, and also to 

discuss possibly changing the title for the Quantum Technology Module 

4.6 Postgraduate 

4.6.1 The contracts for the Postgraduate Demonstrators had been arranged earlier this 

year; all demonstrators need prior training.  Fixed hour contracts would also be in place 

soon. The feedback from students on the demonstrators had been very positive.   

4.6.2 The Linux machines still had the old version of Python and it was asked if it could be 

updated. 

12. ACTION: To send the minutes of the SSCC to the Research Skills Committee 

13. ACTION: To update the Linux machines with the latest version of Python 

4.7 Welsh medium  

No issues were reported 

5. Careers and Employability 

5.1 The Gregynog Employability weekend will be on the 24-25 February 2017. CF was 

currently organising the schedule for the weekend which would include Alumni & 

Industry workshops. The provisional number of students attending would be around 50. It 
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is hoped that Year 3 & 4 students will encourage Years 2 to attend the Employability 

weekend to increase awareness of Careers and Employability. 

5.2 Careers Fair – The Careers Fair would be held on the 23rd November. This year it 

would be an IMPACS fair and would have more companies relevant to Physics. 

5.3 Natasha Jackson-Booth lecture – The lecture was on at 5pm on Wednesday 16 

November. Natasha (Qinetiq) would also be available in the morning to talk about 

employability. 

5.4. I.O.P. If students become a member of PhySoc, then they can automatically be 

members of I.O.P. (for a small fee of £12). The I.O.P membership would entitle members 

to attend student conferences in various locations. 

14. ACTION: All reps. to encourage students to attend the Careers Fair 

15. ACTION: PhySoc to invite a member of I.O.P to talk to 2nd and 3rd years, and to relay to 

all that there is an I.O.P branch which has funding available for various events. 

16. ACTION: An e-mail notification re; Qinetiq talk and I.O.P. membership would be sent, 

and advertised on social networks. Also PhySoc committee would be contacted regarding 

the possibility of hosting an I.O.P student conference here in the future. 

6. Diversity and Inclusion 

6.1 JUNO Application – The re-submitted JUNO application had been successful. 

7. Staff Matters 

7.1. SSCC noticeboard – There is now an SSCC noticeboard by the 2nd floor lab.  It has 

details of Year tutors and Student SSCC reps. 

7.2 A Joint Honours student rep was proposed for the SSCC. CF notes that this step should 

be mandated by the Physics SSCC.  

7.3 No Year 0 reps present in the meeting, but any issue could be sent via the newly 

created SSCC e-mail, or CF, or the Student Chair. 

17. ACTION: CF to contact all student reps that were absent from the SSCC meeting. 

18. ACTION: SSCC reps. To canvas opinion regarding Joint Honours rep. and to report 

back to CF by the next SSCC meeting. 

8.  A.O.B 

There was no A.O.B 

  



6 
 

Meeting ACTIONS listed below 

No. Minute 
No. 

Action Whose 
Action 

1 4.3.1 AE in to look again at the whole strategy for teaching 
Python and to take it again to the Institute L&T.  More 
demonstrators would also be sought for next year. 

AE 

2 4.3.1 To request volunteers from Years 3 & 4 to support 2nd 
years, and also staff to look into more intensive teaching of 
Python in the first year. 

Year 2 
Reps. 

3 4.3.1 Year 2 Reps to discuss with EDF, Tom Knight and CF, 
regarding integration of coding into more modules. 

Year 2 
Reps. 

4 4.3.1 To contact the Institute Python help desk for advice, and 
Year 2 Reps to send the link to the on-line support to Year 2 
students. 

Year 2 
Reps 

5 4.4.4 RW will arrange a Y2 information session about student 
project choices before the Easter break. 

RW 

6 4.4.4 RW to explore possibilities for the inclusion of physics-
based Python problems in Y2, such as the Thermal Physics 
(PH215) problem sheets. 

RW 

7 4.4.4 Student Reps to contact Year Tutors and Heather 
McCreadie regarding improved access to e-books. 

Year 3 
Reps 

8 4.5.2 To create a provisional list of projects in Semester 1 (with 
caveats noted; such as staff changes, students re-sitting a 
year), to enable discussion earlier in Semester 2, before the 
exam revision period. 

RW 

9 4.5.2 Student reps. to create a poll for 2nd, 3rd & 4th year students 
asking for their views on the project allocation process. The 
result would be reported back at the next meeting.  

Year 4 
Reps 

10 4.5.3 To raise the issue with the Theoretical Physics project at 
the next Maths and Physics L & T meetings 

SEP 

11 4.5.4 Clearer guidance to be given on the Communication Topics 
in Physics module and better selection of papers to be 
provided – SEP to Discuss with JG, and also to discuss 
possibly changing the title for the Quantum Technology 
module. 

SEP 

12 4.6 To send the minutes of the SSCC to the Research Skills 
Committee. 

CF 

13 4.6.2 To update the Linux machines with the latest version of 
Python. 

AE 

14 5.1 All reps. to encourage students to attend the Careers Fair SSCC 
Reps 

15 5.2 PhySoc to invite a member of I.O.P to talk to 2nd and 3rd 
years, and to relay to all that there is an I.O.P branch which 
has funding available for various events. 

PhySoc 
via. 
reps 

16 5.4 An e-mail notification re; Qinetiq and I.O.P. membership 
would be sent, and advertised on social networks. Also 
PhySoc committee would be contacted regarding the 
possibility of hosting an I.O.P student conference here in 
the future. 

CF, 
Y3/4 
Reps 
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17 5.4 CF to contact all student reps that were absent from the 
SSCC meeting. 

CF 

18 7.0 SSCC reps to canvas opinion regarding Joint Honours rep. 
and to report back to CF before the next SSCC meeting. 

SSCC 
reps 

 

 

 

 

 


