
Faculty of Business and Physical Sciences 

DRAFT 
SSCC Physics 5th December 2018 – 13.00 Room MP2.06 

Present:  Ben Turner (bet20) - Chair, Dave Langstaff (dpl), Andy Evans (dne), Chris Finlayson 

(cef2), Edwin Flikkema (edf), Xing Li (xxl), Youra Taroyan (yot), Eleri Pryse (sep), Alun Jones (auj), Tom 

Knight (tmk08), Alun Jones (auj), Morwenna Jeffrey (mrj11), John Anthony (jda10), Peter McGoldrick 

(pem15), Kirsty Bell (krb20), Sivert Hellvik Havso (sih26), Leandra Craine (lec22), Gareth Stephens 

(gfs2), Frankie Targett (frt8), Kate Warren (kaw60), Robyn Vaughan-Williams (rov3), Tusharadri 

Mahmud (tum), Patrick Jesionka (paj24) 

In attendance: Stephen Humphreys (tsh) 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Chloe Sumner (chs73), Paola Montoya (pgm2) 

2. Minutes of last meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed  

3. Matters arising from the last meeting and on-going ACTION: points 

No. Minute 
No. 

ACTION: Whose 
ACTION: 

ACTION: Status 

1 4.3.2 All reps to publicise the IOP Careers event in 
Swansea. 

All reps. Ongoing – IOP 
noticeboard as well. 

2 4.4.3 To discuss with RW whether project 
selection could be done earlier 

grmh + hdm1 Discussed and good 
reasons why not.  

3 4.5.1 To discuss with BP regarding the intensity of 
activities at Gregynog. 

grmh + hdm1 Ongoing - 4th yr done,  
Feb ‘19 

4 4.5.2 To seek clarification from RC regarding the 
moving of advanced research lectures. 

4th yr reps. Dealt with at Timetabling. 

5 4.5.3 To contact HM regarding purchasing more 
licences 

AXS/IDL Sandy spoke to HM down 
to funding to follow up. 

6 4.7 To contact Research Director to investigate 
how many access the Travel Fund and how 
many other Depts. Access it. 

AP No report received Alex 
to follow up. 

7 5.10.1 To discuss with MET (no longer working at 
the Faculty)  on how many suggestions 
boxes is needed and their location(s) 

DPL Carried forward to next 
SSCC meeting 

8 5.5.1 DPL to get a dedicated Svalbard Student 
nominated to the SSCC 

GRM4 Svalbard students to 
discuss options would not 
be able to attend SSCC 
meetings. 

9 6.1 to contact an Alumni to see if they can 
attend next year. A teacher would be 
preferred. 

CF Check what progressed. 



10 6.3.1 To e-mail MAN27 to arrange a meeting 
regarding the creation of an Astronomy club 
and to find out if it needs accreditation 

GRM4 On-going 

11 7.1 To send e-mail to all students telling them 
about the new Common Room B59 in 
Llandinam, 3yrd year rep.to be invited to 
the Physics Diversity and Inclusion 
committee next year. 

DPL Ongoing – reps to decide 
best options and quiet 
rooms available to be 
more publicised e.g. 
MP5.5 + MP3.5 etc. 

12 8.3 Students to raise having designated web 
cameras on whiteboards with ‘Your voice 
matters’. 

All reps. On-going  - Physics 
students say it is an issue 
for them as well 

12 10.1 To contact the Blackboard team regarding 
seeing up a notification when an activity 
goes on the Discussion Board.  Also, to 
contact staff re. their usage of the 
Discussion Board 

DPL Done but DPL reported 
that it was not being used 

13 10.3 Move the IOP Noticeboard to outside the 
part 1 Lab 

Technicians On-going 

14 11.1 To contact Tell us now regarding having 
more sockets in the Physics Library 

Student Reps. On-going - Simon French 
has contacted Estates and 
tyo b3e – DPL to invite 
Simon to next the SSCC 
meeting. 

15 11.2 Sandy Spence to be invited to the next 
meeting to discuss private booths in the 
Library 

Student Reps. Alun Jones reported that 
no meetings had been 
arranged yet and he 
would contact IS. 

 

4. Student Matters 

Ben Turner (bet20) was elected chair of the SSCC 

4.1 Year 0  

4.1.1  Robyn Vaughan-Williams (rov3) and John Anthony (jda10) were duly appointed 

representatives for the coming year. 

4.1.2  ACTION: request that lecture notes sent out 2 or 3 days before to allow students to prepare 

beforehand, it was noted that Rudi inter has his website for such notes that students can access. 

4.2 Year 1 

4.2.1  Peter McGoldrick (pem15), Mamud Tusharadri (tum) and Kirsty Bell (krb20) are duly appointed 

representatives for the coming year. 

4.2.2  ACTION: Issue with the enforcement of noise levels at the Physics Library to be raised with 

appropriate staff. 

4.2.3  ACTION: Some errors noted in lecture formats, information booklets and references to be 

raised with Heather. 

4.2.4  Algebra and Differential EquationsPH16210 the Lecture slides not available yet just panopto , 

no worksheets to practice. 

4.2.5  ACTION: Astronomy an extra Practical in semester 1 but also for semester 2. 



4.2.6  Should there be more information on what projects the University is involved with? It was 

stated that there was a University twitter account that promotes such involvement. 

4.2.7  ACTION: Telescope use to be more available to practice on before practicals etc to save time. 

 

4.3 Year 2 

4.3.1   Kate Warren (kaw60) and Frankie Targett (frt8) and Patrick Jesionka (paj24) are duly 

appointed representatives for the coming year. 

4.3.2  ACTION:  pace of lectures can be too fast, lab sessions used for practical sessions. 

4.3.3  ACTION:  The Stars (PH24610) and Planets (PH28510) modules two sides of summary 

information would be useful and assist summary comments.   

4.3.4  ACTION:  Assignments were due on same day can this be split to make it easier to complete 

work and note a lot of sports events are run on weekend of deadlines set and previous weekend 

would be better 

4.3.5 ACTION:  To look at Thermodynamics (PH21510) lecture where a few students are late and 

disruptive and certain teaching rooms were considered very warm and need to be looked at. 

4.3.6 ACTION:  DPL asked that students were to ask permission before any photographs were taken 

during lectures as some staff did not like this 

4.3.7 ACTION:  Some feedback to assignments were considered a bit vague and not enough 

explanations included.  The Thermodynamics (PH21510) module some feedback was incorrect and 

this would be fed back. 

4.3.8 ACTION:  Stars (PH24610) and Planets (PH28510) modules didn’t link back to the lecture notes 

and more feedback would be appreciated especially for those who haven’t done work at GCSE level.   

4.4 Year 3 

4.4.1 Leandra Craine (lec22), Paola Montoya (pgm2) and Ben Turner (bet20) are duly appointed 

representatives for the coming year. 

4.4.2 ACTION:  Concepts and Structures quizzes would benefit from more than four questions in 

order to better gauge progress and getting one wrong is a cause of a lot of frustration currently. 

4.4.3 ACTION:  DPL to investigate Blackboard issues for year.  

4.4.4  ACTION: Concepts in Condensed Matter Physics PH32410 was not labelled sufficiently.  

4.4.5  ACTION:  Galaxies (PH34610) assignments prefer to have 4 x 7.5% sections. 

4.4.6  ACTION:  Quantum Information Theory 1 &  2 very popular module and with the imminent 

departure of Dr Daniel Burgarth a request regarding the future of the module has been sent to the 

Mathematics Department.   

4.4.7  ACTION:   Numerical Methods (PH36010) more timely and generic feedback is requested from 

student comments plus more detailed feedback on coding. 



4.4.8 General coding and mathematical labs issues raised as being a problematic for some students 

not confident in this area and require more feedback. The new semester will have both together and 

being worked on to resolve the issues.  

4.5 Year 4 

4.5.1 Gareth Stephens (gfs2) is duly appointed representatives for the coming year. 

4.5.2  It was noted that a reading week would not be supported as this would condense the lecture 

weeks available.  

4.5.3  ACTION : Gregynog weekend – The course date had been changed after the deadline sheets 

were issued  which caused problems for a student had already arranged childcare. Balasz and DPL to 

monitor this in future. 

4.6 Welsh Medium 

Jac Jones (jaj58) is duly appointed representative for the coming year. 

No issues 

4.6 Joint Honours 

Sivert Havso (sih26) is duly appointed representative for the coming year. 

Nothing to report. 

4.7 Postgraduates 

Chloe Sumner (chs73) is duly appointed representative for the coming year. 

Chloe reported ill so nothing to report. 

5.Careers and Employability 

5.1  ACTION : It was reported that the CV drop in sessions were only attended by a few Physics 

students so another e-mail was to be sent out to students. As Information Services is involved and 

the library is only staffed on a part time basis it may be difficult at certain times but to be 

investigated further  by DPL.  

6. Diversity and Inclusion. 

6.1 ACTION: DSA students request lecture slides be available a day in advance so that they can print 

off and process in time. 

6.2  ACTION:   Physics Library be able to provide books for disabled students at ground level via 

lockable box e.g. to make it easier. 

6.3  Overall a positive feedback from students. 

7. Staff Matters 

7.1 Professor Andrew Evans wanted to thank all staff for their hard work during the year. 

8. A.O.B. 



8.1 ACTION:  Look at a catch up week for lectures and assignments if at all possible to assist students 

struggling with work. Look at each module half way through semester to see if possible, the week 

after the clocks go back is seen as quite bad so try and formalise through Department.  

 


