
1 
 

Institute of Mathematics, Physics and Computer Science  

SSCC Physics, 3 May 2017 – 13.00 Physics Common Room. 

Present: Chris Finlayson (cef2), Edwin Flikkema (edf), Xing Li (xl), Eleri Pryse (sep), Andy Evans (dne), Dave 

Langstaff (dpl), Paola Montoya (pgm2), Fagin Hales (fah4), Christopher Howells (cth15), Alex Pitchford 

(agp1), Ariel Ladegaard (arl13), Niamh McNulty (nim21), Naveena Vijayan (nav), Chloe Sumner (Student 

Chair, cas49), Phoebe Holcombe (psh6),  

In attendance: Myfanwy Cowdy (mmm) 

 1. Apologies for Absence 

Ross Geddes (Yr. 2), Harri Williams (Yr. 1, WM) 

2. Minutes of Last Meeting 

The minutes of the last meeting were agreed 

 

3. Matters Arising from the Minutes of 8 March 2017 

 

 

 

 

No Minute no Action Whose Action Action 
Status 

1 4.1.1 To contact absent 
Year 0 rep. 

CF Done. New 
Year 0 Rep. 

2 4.3.1 To look at a change of 
date for Y2 Gregynog 
and introducing a 1st 
year Careers event 

CF/HUM Ongoing. It 
will be 
sorted in the 
summer 

3 4.3.2 To relay information 
concerning scam e-
mails to the SU 
immediately. 

GFS2 Done. Ask for 
response 

4 4.7.1 Department L&T to 
discuss if Inter-
department/Joint 
honours/Major-minor 
schemes should have 
a designated Scheme 
Tutor appointed. 

EP Done. TC is 
designated 
person for 
SS+R, JG for 
M+ThPh and 
DPL for 
Engineering 
Physics. 

5 5.1 Reps to consider 
proposed change to 
SSCC meeting 
frequency, to report 
back to the meeting 
in May.  

All SSCC Reps On current 
agenda 
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4. Governance 

 

4.1 Frequency of SSCC meetings, SSCC elections, and Rep allocations 

 

4.1.1 It was unanimously agreed to increase the number of meetings to four per year (2 in each semester), 

making it possible to hold a meeting earlier in the autumn.    

 

4.1.2 Year 2, 3 and 4 representatives are now elected in the summer, following a change in SU/University 

policy; Year 0, Year 1 and Welsh Medium representatives would still be elected in the first few weeks of next 

term. Some representatives suggested contacting the Student Union or Tell Us Now, saying that they oppose 

the introduction of early elections. 

 

There did not seem to be an Astrophysics representative on the SSCC but this could be addressed in future. 

Representatives were asked to advertise the forthcoming elections on all social media platforms. The 

deadline for completing the elections was the end of next week (ca. 12th May). 

 

4.1.3 Rachel from Students Union had met with the Physics SSCC representatives regarding training. It 

seemed that the role of the SSCC representatives was being made more formalised and would soon appear 

on the student record under Participation and Achievement. 

 

Some staff suggested enquiring if being an SSCC representative could appear on Aladdin so then staff could 

see this. (CF subsequently checked this, and found that access to this information, on Student Record, was 

already available via a single-click link from Aladdin) 

 

4.1.4 CF introduced the new Year 0 Representative, Christopher Howells (cth15). However, training for Reps 

is normally held only once a year and we therefore assume this will be in the autumn, even for reps co-opted 

at other times. 

 

1. Action:  The ‘Joint Honours’ representative would have a different title next academic year. CF suggests 

“Interdepartmental Schemes” rep as an alternative. This will be confirmed in consultation with L&T.  

 

RESOLUTION OF PHYSICS SSCC; from the academic year 2017-18 onwards, there shall be four scheduled 

full meetings per year, in a pattern of two each semester. 

 

5. Student matters 

 

5.1 Year 0 

 

 5.1.1 no specific issues, although general difficulties with Blackboard were reported. 

 

5.2 Year 1 

 5.2.1 no issues 
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5.3 Year 2 

 

5.3.1 Some overlap in Python content, being in both Physics and Computer Science modules, was 

highlighted. 

EP notes that the 20 credit CS module cannot be taken by physics student in general, as it 

would not fit into Year 2 without other significant changes.  The discussion here was more 

concerned with 10 credit option at pre-registration for the Physics students, which can be 

considered at the Annual Review of Teaching (ART). 

 

5.3.2 Year 2 students would be able to attend a session of the 3rd year projects talks. 

 

5.3.3 MathsSoc had created a document on the content of each module which students found 

useful. It was noted that the department and academic staff take no responsibility for its content! 

 

2. Action: Chloe to enquire with Physoc members if they could do a similar document for Physics modules, as 

per Maths modules. 

 

5.4 Year 3 

 

5.4.1 PH33610 Semiconductor Technology – there was some concern regarding the timing of the 

assignments.  This was due to the module being re-structured this year. An exam will be introduced 

next year, which will mean fewer assignments for this module. 

 

5.4.2 Working Group on Programming – The first meeting was held in February. A follow up 

meeting with TK had not yet happened. Discussion on this would also be included in the ART. 

 

  5.5 Year 4 

 

5.5.1 Some mention was given to the use and prevalence of LaTex, even though it had not been 

taught previously. It was suggested that tutorial material might be made available (e.g. on 

Blackboard) on how to use LaTex. 

 

5.6  Postgraduates 

Alex would be stepping down from his role as PG representative but would carry on as Institute 

representative. An election would be held in autumn to replace AP, as part of the usual electoral 

cycle. 

 

5.7 Welsh Medium 

5.7.1 No issue 

 

5.8 Joint Honours 

 

5.8.1 No issues. A request was made for Joint Honours representatives to have more integration 

with both Departments; i.e. Space Science & Robotics should ideally have SSCC representation from 

both departments. 



4 
 

5.9. Careers and Employability 

5.9.1 No issues 

 

5.10. Diversity and Inclusion 

 

5.10.1 A suggestion was made that an “equality issues” box could be placed in the General Office 

but, as it would be anonymous, it would be difficult to decide who should open the box. Chloe noted 

a similar equality suggestions box situated in the Student’s union, which could serve as an exemplar, 

and would report back to the SSCC with any student feedback regarding the idea. 

 

5.10.2 The JUNO report had been sent last Friday. Andy Evans thanked everyone for their efforts 

with this. 

 

 

 6. Staff Matters 

 

  6.1 Rachel Cross has requested volunteers for publicity activities. In particular, a promotional 

video was soon to be done by an External Company and volunteers were sought to take part in the 

video. 

 

3. Action: Chloe to publicise promotional video opportunity to students. Interested parties may send an e-

mail to phys@aber and AE would pass on. 

 

7. A.O.B 

 

7.1 Work on the Dept’s student Journal/Newsletter was ongoing at the present time. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

1. From the academic year 2017-18 onwards, there shall be four scheduled full meetings per year, in a 

pattern of two each semester. 

 

ACTIONS 

 

No Minute No Action Whose Action 

1 4.1 The ‘Joint honours’ 
Representative to 
have a different title 
next academic year.  

CF/EP 

2 5.3.3 Enquire with Physoc 
members if they 
could do a similar 
document for Physics 
modules, as per 
MathSoc. 

Chloe + All Reps 



5 
 

3 6.1 Publicise 
promotional video 
opportunity to 
students. 
 

Chloe + All Reps 

 


