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‘Unlearning’, community-building, and anti-racism in teaching and learning International Politics
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This presentation will focus on a new MA module, Race, (Im)mobility and Incarceration, which focusses on critical approaches to race, policing, bordering, and migration. It introduces students to key theories on racial capitalism, prison and border abolitionism, and productions of Black and Indigenous criminality. In exploring alternative, critical understandings of International Relations, it responds to the fact that the disciple is rooted in ‘racialised, capitalist, cis-normative heteropatriarchal structures of power, and in the epistemic violences of colonisation committed against the bodies and lives of black and Indigenous peoples, and peoples of colour’ (Boer Cueva et al. 2023). The module provides students with the intellectual and practical tools to actively engage in anti-racist work, establishing collective solidarity, and embarking on a process of ‘unlearning’ in IR (D’Costa, 2021). The module is centred on i) community-building, collaboration and care, ii) (un)learning support, and iii) consultation and communication, and these principles underpin the module design and content. When designing the module, I prioritised student support where students feel supported both on their journey of ‘unlearning’ regarding systemic racism and ‘methodological whiteness’ (Bhambra 2017) and in navigating potentially triggering material and topics. In doing so, the module and its objectives reinforce Aberystwyth University’s recent anti-racist efforts such as the Anti-Racist Plan and the Race Equality Charter (including efforts to diversify and decolonise the curriculum) and actively responds to the broader call to decolonise IR and the HE curricula.
This module was awarded the AU Exemplary Course Award 2025-26.
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