14eg Gynhadledd Addysg a Phrofiad y Myfyrwyr Flynyddol
14th Annual Education and Student Experience Conference
8-10 Medi 2026 | 8-10 September 2026
Pulling Together - Supporting better group work assessment in the Department of Life Sciences
Scott Tompsett, Cal Walters-Davies, Mary Glasser, Caroline White
Adran y Gwyddorau Bywyd & Taith y Myfyrwyr | Department of Life Sciences & Student Journey

The Department of Life Sciences employ group work activities in range of assessments across all degree schemes. The outcomes of these are a central component of Royal Society of Biology scheme accreditation. However, coursework assessment tasks involving group working pose a number of difficulties, especially for neurodivergent students.
Our project has employed focus groups and workshops involving academic staff, the Student Accessibility and Wellbeing team and DLS students to identify the key issues that lead to discord amongst students engaged in group work activities. In response to the output from these we have developed and tested a suite of tools to aid students and staff in managing group work assignments for everyone's benefit.
Here we will present the outcomes of our research, the resources developed to date, and the plans in place to embed better practice in core DLS modules and potentially more widely across the University. 
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