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Teaching Through Student Participation in Global Meetings 
Madeline Carr
Increasingly, meetings, lectures and conferences of global significance are available online – either live or shortly after as a video archive. One of these, the United Nations Internet Governance Forum, allows for live remote participation. For students studying the complexities of global internet governance, few experiences can highlight the competing agendas, current debates and political manoeuvrings as powerfully as actively participating in the meeting. By established Aberystwyth University as a ‘remote hub’ for the UNIGF, we have been able to integrate the meeting into our teaching program. Rather than passively reading about internet governance, students involved in the UNIGF remote hub develop a sense of urgency through participation. Students research key actors and proposals prior to the meeting and then prepare potential questions based on the schedule of panel presentations. During the meeting, students log in remotely, follow the speakers and pose questions directly to the panel. This has proven a highly effective way of engaging students in the subject matter and extending their comprehension and analysis of the issues surrounding the global governance of the internet.

