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Referencing and Plagiarism awareness guide and quiz 
https://libguides.aber.ac.uk/referencing 

https://libguides.aber.ac.uk/referencing










Supporting staff 
authenticating 
assignment content as 
part of UAP case work

Microsoft image generator



How AI tools are creating misleading references

• References can include:

• Real authors

• Convincing article titles

• Real journal titles

• However:

• References are misleading or false

• Publication information (dates, volume/issue numbers) often don’t correspond

• Other challenges from specialist documentation/subjects:

• Fraudulent references to case law using standard and neutral citation forms of OSCOLA 

referencing

• These citations will often conflate more than one case in a single reference



Examples of false references

• Example: standard citation:

Lynch v St John’s College, Oxford [1986] 2 EGLR 133

Check Cardiff Index of Legal Abbreviations: EGLR = Estate’s Gazette Law Reports.

EGLR on Lexis; 1986, volume 2, on page 133 = Jones and another v Stroud District Council [1986] 2 
EGLR 133 (not Lynch v St John’s College, Oxford)

• Example neutral citation: 
Marek v Lloyds Bank [2014] EWHC 3662

Case number 3662 of 2014 England & Wales High Court Citations for HC would usually include 
division, too (e.g. Ch. Fam., AC. QB, etc)

Searching for the neutral citation give this case: Knighthead Master Fund LP v Bank of New York 
Mellon [2014] EWHC 3662 (Ch) (not Marek v Lloyds Bank)

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplus.lexis.com%2Fapi%2Fdocument%2Fcollection%2Fcases-uk%2Fid%2F4J44-1360-TX1N-H192-00000-00%3Fcite%3DJones%2520and%2520another%2520v%2520Stroud%2520District%2520Council%252C%2520%255B1986%255D%25202%2520EGLR%2520133%26context%3D1001073%26federationidp%3DTXHWSJ59441&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce62bf91cff644f42285208ddafdd8364%7Cd47b090e3f5a4ca084d09f89d269f175%7C0%7C0%7C638860088142072474%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3fcBW%2BdagDN8DOCAeY720mVRL9IicN1Xh%2FHrXzIkUqA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fplus.lexis.com%2Fapi%2Fdocument%2Fcollection%2Fcases-uk%2Fid%2F4J44-1360-TX1N-H192-00000-00%3Fcite%3DJones%2520and%2520another%2520v%2520Stroud%2520District%2520Council%252C%2520%255B1986%255D%25202%2520EGLR%2520133%26context%3D1001073%26federationidp%3DTXHWSJ59441&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce62bf91cff644f42285208ddafdd8364%7Cd47b090e3f5a4ca084d09f89d269f175%7C0%7C0%7C638860088142072474%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3fcBW%2BdagDN8DOCAeY720mVRL9IicN1Xh%2FHrXzIkUqA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.westlaw.com%2FDocument%2FI7DD22F0065DA11E4B538A83ED5A0EC8B%2FView%2FFullText.html&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce62bf91cff644f42285208ddafdd8364%7Cd47b090e3f5a4ca084d09f89d269f175%7C0%7C0%7C638860088142092068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l3DTKXv90WJ5K3tsY35HW%2BydRKRiH7BZRSOMzKdeb6I%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fuk.westlaw.com%2FDocument%2FI7DD22F0065DA11E4B538A83ED5A0EC8B%2FView%2FFullText.html&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ce62bf91cff644f42285208ddafdd8364%7Cd47b090e3f5a4ca084d09f89d269f175%7C0%7C0%7C638860088142092068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l3DTKXv90WJ5K3tsY35HW%2BydRKRiH7BZRSOMzKdeb6I%3D&reserved=0


Examples of false references (2)

• Fangen, Katrine, ‘Gender and the Far Right in Norway’, in Gender and Far Right Politics in 
Europe, ed. by Michaela Köttig, Renate Bitzan and Andrea Pető (Cham: Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2017), pp. 249–251

This book exists but does not have this chapter. 
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/Gender_and_Far_Right_Politics_in_Europe/1M
3DDQAAQBAJ?hl=en&gbpv=1&pg=PA1&printsec=frontcover 

• McLynn, Frank. The Last Executioner: The Life and Times of the British Public Executioner. 
St. Martin's Press, 2005.

Frank McLynn a real author who wrote Crime and Punishment in Eighteenth Century England, 
but - no book of the title. The title looks like a mashup of A Very English Hangman: The Life 
and Times of Albert Pierrepoint by Leonard Klein (2006)

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.co.uk%2Fbooks%2Fedition%2FGender_and_Far_Right_Politics_in_Europe%2F1M3DDQAAQBAJ%3Fhl%3Den%26gbpv%3D1%26pg%3DPA1%26printsec%3Dfrontcover&data=05%7C02%7C%7C3520fabcc75c412b44af08ddb972d993%7Cd47b090e3f5a4ca084d09f89d269f175%7C0%7C0%7C638870625102196590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YTAs0TBfdvsmO9bdwz35eBQnkcocxhMYz8OM9nFswt4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.google.co.uk%2Fbooks%2Fedition%2FGender_and_Far_Right_Politics_in_Europe%2F1M3DDQAAQBAJ%3Fhl%3Den%26gbpv%3D1%26pg%3DPA1%26printsec%3Dfrontcover&data=05%7C02%7C%7C3520fabcc75c412b44af08ddb972d993%7Cd47b090e3f5a4ca084d09f89d269f175%7C0%7C0%7C638870625102196590%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YTAs0TBfdvsmO9bdwz35eBQnkcocxhMYz8OM9nFswt4%3D&reserved=0


How Subject Librarians can assist

• expect staff to do their own checks

• Our expertise:

• Comprehensive checks of subscribed-to and specialist databases

• Specialist knowledge of other resources e.g. indexing services, research repositories

• Knowledge of the 13 referencing styles used at the University

• Is it down to poor referencing? – Referencing and Plagiarism guide

https://libguides.aber.ac.uk/referencing


Tîm Ymgysyltu Academaidd

Academic Engagement Team

AI and the Library:
LibGuide and Blogs

Non Jones
librarians@aber.ac.uk 

08 July 2025

mailto:librarians@aber.ac.uk


• Students widely use AI.

• Students use AI to explain concepts, summarise articles, 

and generate research ideas and reference lists. 

• However, using AI should never replace the learning 

process itself — it’s a tool to support, not substitute, critical 

thinking and skill development.

• Clear policies and guidance are essential to ensure AI 

enhances learning without compromising academic 

integrity.

Rather than discouraging their use, 

our focus should be on guiding students 

to use these tools responsibly.



AI and the 
Library 

LibGuide

libguides.aber.ac.uk/
artificial-intelligence



What’s in the AI and the Library LibGuide?

What is AI?

Clear explanations of artificial intelligence and its role in academic work.

AI Tools for Learning

Overview of popular generative AI tools and how they can support research, writing, and study skills.

Effective and Ethical Use of AI Tools

Guidance on using AI responsibly, understanding academic integrity, and following university policies.

Referencing

Advice on how to properly acknowledge and reference AI-generated content, including current institutional 

recommendations and examples.

AI and Your Studies

Practical tips for integrating AI into your learning, from generating keywords to organising study materials 

and exploring new topics.



Librarians’ Blog

What is the Librarians’ Blog?

• A dedicated space where Subject 

Librarians share updates, insights, and 

practical tips on emerging topics.

• Features posts on digital tools, research 

support, library services and what we do 

as Librarians, and best practices for 

students and staff.

Subscribe: 
https://wordpress.aber.ac.uk/librarian/

https://wordpress.aber.ac.uk/librarian/


Librarians’ Blog – AI Series

Recent highlights:

• ChatGPT and Perplexity tools review:

• Insights into the ethics and practicalities of using 

conversational AI in academic contexts.

• The Ethics of using Generative AI 

• key message is the need for students to familiarise 

themselves with Aberystwyth University’s guidelines 

on AI usage and being transparent about their use 

of AI tools.

• Smart Keyword Searches:

• How AI can help students and staff develop more 

effective research strategies.

• Prompt Writing:

• Tips for crafting better prompts to get more 

accurate and relevant results from AI tools.

https://wordpress.aber.ac.uk/librarian/
?tag=artificial-intelligence 

https://wordpress.aber.ac.uk/librarian/?p=1090
https://wordpress.aber.ac.uk/librarian/?p=1303
https://wordpress.aber.ac.uk/librarian/?p=1391
https://wordpress.aber.ac.uk/librarian/?p=1327
https://wordpress.aber.ac.uk/librarian/?p=1187


AI in the reference list

What’s happening?
• Tools like MyBib and Scribbr are widely used by 

students for quick, easy citation generation.
• They save time and simplify referencing for books, 

articles, websites and many more sources.

Why students use them?
• Fast, free, and user-friendly.
• Produce references in multiple styles (APA, MLA, 

Harvard, etc.).
• Help organise and export citations into 

assignments.

What we’re seeing?
• Students rely heavily on these tools and trust them, 

sometimes without verifying results.

Our response
• We post an ad-hoc blog to point out common 

limitations and remind students to always check 
their sources for accuracy.



The usefulness of reference generators…

and a word of caution

Available: 

https://wordpress.aber.ac.uk/librarian/?p=1531

• Encourage students and colleagues to visit the blog 

for practical tips and advice on referencing and other 

library topics.

• Share the blog link through course materials, library 

guides, and learning platforms for easy access.

https://wordpress.aber.ac.uk/librarian/?p=1531


Summary

• Our AI LibGuide, AI Series blogs and ad-hoc posts provide up-to-date tips, 
resources, and critical insights on using AI tools.

• AI and the Library LibGuide
• AI Blog Series
• The usefulness of reference generators…and a word of caution

• These resources help the Aberystwyth University community use AI tools wisely 
and responsibly.

• Keep an eye out for future posts!

https://libguides.aber.ac.uk/artificial-intelligence
https://wordpress.aber.ac.uk/librarian/?tag=ai
https://wordpress.aber.ac.uk/librarian/?p=1531


Deallusrwydd artiffisial a’r Gymraeg
Artificial Intelligence and the Welsh Language
• Modelau Iaith Mawr

• Hidlo data drwy Saesneg 
Americanaidd

• Cystrawen / Gramadeg 
• Ieithoedd heb lawer o adnoddau 

• Rhithweledigaethau
• Camgymeriadau /  deunydd 

ffynhonnell anaddas
• Iaith anweddus 

• Large Language Models
• Data filtered through American English

• Syntax / Grammar
• Low resource languages 

• Hallucinations
• Mistakes / inappropriate source 

material 
• Obsenities 



Offer
Tools 

• Offer cynhyrchu cyfeiriadau 

• Rhagfynegi testun 

• Offer DA cynhyrchiol 

• Cyfieithu 

• Cysill a Cysgeir 

• Reference generators

• Predictive text

• Generative AI tools

• Translation 

• Cysill and Cysgeir 



AI Literacy 
Course



Provide students more information in one place 

Interesting and interactive content 

A broad range of topics available

Assess students’ knowledge 

Give opportunity to gain Blackboard badges

Introduction to the Course:
The reason behind the ‘why’



A computer monitor with a keyboard and a logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.

Viewing the Course:

https://rise.articulate.com/share/uXQfvQf-7Z01ynCVGnJoL94obU328Klq


Any questions?

Contact us
librarians@aber.ac.uk  llyfrgellwyr@aber.ac.uk 

Anita Saycell, Sarah Gwenlan and Non Jones
https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/is/library-services/librarians/  
Tamsin Davies https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/cgg/staff-profiles/listing/profile/ted/
Shân Saunders https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/is/library-services/digital-capabilities/ 

mailto:librarians@aber.ac.uk
mailto:llyfrgellwyr@aber.ac.uk
https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/is/library-services/librarians/
https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/cgg/staff-profiles/listing/profile/ted/
https://www.aber.ac.uk/en/is/library-services/digital-capabilities/
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