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Introduction – 15 mins 

Active learning

Video

ABC Learning Design overview

Consider doing things beyond your usual ‘go-to’ options

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3C1gTHApg8A


Active Learning 1

Chickering, A. W., Gamson, Z. F., Poulsen, S. J., & Johnson 

Foundation (Racine, Wis.). (1987). Seven principles for good 

practice in undergraduate education. Racine, WI: Johnson 

Foundation. 

3. Uses Active Learning Techniques

Learning is not a spectator sport. Students do not learn much just by 

sitting in classes listening to teachers, memorizing pre-packaged 

assignments, and spitting out answers. They must talk about what 

they are learning, write about it, relate it to past experiences, 

apply it to their daily lives. They must make what they 

learn part of themselves.

https://eric.ed.gov/?id=ED282491


Active Learning 2

Bonwell, C. C., & Eison, J. A. (1991). Active learning: Creating 

excitement in the classroom. Washington, D.C: School of 

Education and Human Development, George Washington 

University.

Students must do more than just listen: They must read, write, 

discuss, or be engaged in solving problems...

Students must engage in such higher-order thinking tasks 

as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation. Within this 

context, it is proposed that strategies promoting active learning be defined as 

instructional activities involving students in doing things and thinking about 

what they are doing.

https://eric.ed.gov/?q=bonwell+and+eison&id=ED336049


Active Learning 3

Chi, M. T. H. (January 01, 2009). Active-Constructive-

Interactive: A Conceptual Framework for Differentiating 

Learning Activities. Topics in Cognitive Science, 1, 1, 73-105.

Interactive activities are most likely to be better 

than constructive activities, which in turn might 

be better than active activities, which are better 

than being passive.

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25164801


Active Learning 4

Wiggins, B. L., Eddy, S. L., Grunspan, D. Z., & Crowe, A. J. 

(2017). The ICAP Active Learning Framework Predicts the 

Learning Gains Observed in Intensely Active Classroom 

Experiences. (AERA open.)

STEM classrooms (science, technology, engineering, and 

mathematics) in postsecondary education are rapidly 

improved by the proper use of active 

learning techniques. 

https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/2332858417708567


ABC Learning Design video

• Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3C1gTHApg8A


Hands-on, card-based approach to curriculum design: 

• Built on research from JISC Viewpoints and UCL Institute of 

Education, adapted for UCL

• Include students in design teams for a Students as Partners ethos

• Used across UK, Erasmus-funded project across Europe

• Welsh materials available

ABC learning design

Viewpoints project (2008-2013), 

Laurillard, D. (2012). Teaching as a Design Science: Building Pedagogical Patterns for Learning and 

Technology. New York and London: Routledge.

http://jiscdesignstudio.pbworks.com/w/page/29227748/Viewpoints%20project


Classic 90-minute session

• Tweet your module 

• Graph learning activity types

• Graph online/face-to-face blend

Module 
information 
and graphs

• Storyboard the activities

• Align activities and assessmentStoryboard

• What has changed? Why?
Revise 
graphs 

• What next?

Actions



@ABC_LD

Arena Blended Connected (ABC) learning design workshop

Learning types, Diana Laurillard, IoE 2012 | Connected Curriculum, Dilly Fung, CALT, 2014 | ABC curriculum design workshop and resources, Clive Yung and Natasa Perovic, 

Programme 

Module name 

new module / module review

Academics

Module summary (tweet size description of your module): 

ELE workshop facilitators 

Workshop date

How do you envisage your module will look on the graph above? (in red - at the beginning of the 

workshop)

Your module activity graph at the end of the workshop (in blue)

Learning types activities graph

Where do you want to be on the scale (in red)

What is your position at the end of the workshop (in blue)

face to faceonline

Blended 

graph

Acquisition

Investigation

Production

Practice

Collaboration

All you need to know about use 

of videos in 21st century 

teaching

Arena digital

Use of videos in teaching

Anna Moore, Jon Grabol

CY, NP

5th June 2015

x

Discussion



ABC learning design

Week

6-10

Once happy with your module design, turn the cards to the other side and select learning 

activities

Week

1-6

Select learning activities



ABC learning design



Align activities and assessment

ABC learning design





Select formative (    )  and summative assessment (    )



Align activities and assessment

ABC learning design



@ABC_LD

Arena Blended Connected (ABC) learning design workshop

Learning types, Diana Laurillard, IoE 2012 | Connected Curriculum, Dilly Fung, CALT, 2014 | ABC curriculum design workshop and resources, Clive Yung and Natasa Perovic, 

Programme 

Module name 

new module / module review

Academics

Module summary (tweet size description of your module): 

ELE workshop facilitators 

Workshop date

How do you envisage your module will look on the graph above? (in red - at the beginning of the 

workshop)

Your module activity graph at the end of the workshop (in blue)

Learning types activities graph

Where do you want to be on the scale (in red)

What is your position at the end of the workshop (in blue)

face to faceonline

Blended 

graph

Acquisition

Investigation

Production

Practice

Collaboration

All you need to know about use 

of videos in 21st century 

teaching

Arena digital

Use of videos in teaching

Anna Moore, Jon Grabol

CY, NP

5th June 2015

x

Post - workshop 

x

Discussion





Learning activity cards

ABC learning design



Learning activity cards

ABC learning design



Learning activity cards

ABC learning design



Learning activity cards

ABC learning design



Learning activity cards

ABC learning design



Learning activity cards

ABC learning design



Group Activity – 25 mins 

Split each row into two groups (3-4 people)

Choose a scenario and draft tweet – 5 mins

Create a learning activity graph and blend graph – 5 mins

Select useful cards, talk about activities – 10 mins

Redraw graphs – 5 mins



Sharing – 10 mins

Look at charts on other tables

What new ideas did you gain?



What we can offer

Learning and Teaching Enhancement Unit

Consultation and training

Facilitated design session

Contact thestaff@aber.ac.uk

mailto:thestaff@aber.ac.uk

