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Experiences in creating accessible, interactive web-based learning resources
Neil Taylor
This session looks at the use of existing tools and some home-grown tools to create accessible, interactive, web-based resources to support student learning.     
We will consider the use of the open-source tool sphinx-doc, which provides a way to produce web-based resources without needing to know much about web technologies. Sphinx-doc helps authors focus on content and structure. The content is a set of text files that are then converted by sphinx-doc to webpages that can easily be hosted. These have built-in search and index features that can aid navigation around the content.     
This technology has been used to provide some learning materials for students in the Computer Science department.     
This session explores how the tool could be extended to provide accessible and interactive features. Examples include integrating Microsoft’s Immersive Reader tool (Microsoft’s naturalistic reading tool) and a way for students to easily change the colours and fonts to meet their personal accessible needs. The work also looks at the provision of interactive levels of help to provide more support to a student as needed.     
This is an opportunity to share experiences of using these tools and to listen to different perspectives from each other on how accessible support can be enhanced in our learning resources.
