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Thinking outside the box? Virtual credit-bearing placements as a solution for  enhancing enterprise and employability and bridging the rural–urban divide in  the COVID-19 pandemic era and beyond 
Ola Olusanya
Aberystwyth has been described as “the most remote university in the land at 70 miles from the nearest city” (Bennett, 2018). Law Students studying and living in rural areas such as Aberystwyth face a number of uniquely rural barriers, particularly concerning access to transport and employment and training opportunities. With no Legal Aid providers within 35 miles and no other legal advice clinics or opportunities to obtain free legal advice within an hour’s travel time, Ceredigion has been defined by the Law Society as an ‘advice desert’.  This session focuses on rural barriers to enhancing enterprise and employability in a pandemic era and beyond and the extent to which these barriers can be overcome through innovative solutions.
