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This paper presents reflections on developing a new departmental AI policy in the Department of Geography & Earth Sciences (DGES). Set against a backdrop of several students being flagged for potential use of Gen AI in one module in 2024-25, we begin by outlining the need for developing further guidance for DGES students. Given the extensive range of teaching areas in the Department, there was a need for an inclusive approach that would suit those in the physical sciences, social sciences, and humanities, and from the integrated foundation year to specialist PGT courses. We explain the considerations made in evaluating approaches to the policy, allowing for specific AI-related skills and responsible use of (Gen) AI to be encouraged without compromising key skill development associated with degree work (e.g., critical reading, planning essays). We then present feedback from students on how they understand the policy, aspects that are unclear, and changes to their own practice in light of clearer guidance, as well as staff feedback. We conclude in identifying aspects of good practice and areas for further development.
