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The age of AI has well and truly arrived and is merging – uneasily and not without consternation – into conventional university learning and teaching practices.  As an established professor and a postgraduate researcher with demonstration/teaching experience, we argue that generative AI poses both threats but also opportunities for learning about physical geography and wider geosciences.  Using examples relating to the world’s river landscapes, we show how generative AI-inspired activities can support traditional module content (e.g. lectures, practicals, field-based exercises) but also help develop more creative, blended perspectives that can go beyond what is traditionally taught in physical geography or geosciences curricula.  This includes developing abilities to distinguish between real, enhanced and bullsh*t (highly distorted or fictitious Virtual Reality) landscapes, which can mislead mainstream learning and create misconceptions among students and wider audiences.
We highlight two activities that could be done in field, classroom and online contexts, either individually or in groups: 1) critiquing generative AI-based descriptions of landscapes evident in satellite images; and 2) assessing the veracity of web-sourced landscape images.  Are the AI descriptions inferior to, equivalent to, or better than those produced by typical undergraduates, postgraduates, or established researchers?  What criteria can we employ to distinguish between real, enhanced, and bullsh*t landscapes?  How can we link such exercises to the pedagogical framework of Bloom’s taxonomy?  We will show how contemplation of these sorts of questions can help enhance subject-specific knowledge, with implications for potential careers (e.g. geoheritage assessment, geotourism promotion, disaster management, environmental consultancy).
