
Institute of Mathematics, Physics and Computer Science 

SSCC Physics 13 December 2017 – 13.00 Room MP2.04 

Present: Dave Langstaff(dpl), Chris Finlayson (cef2), Martin Nelmes( man27), Edwin Flikkema (edf), 

Xing L i(xxl), Giselle Morris (grm4), Lewis Howell (hdh1), Liam Edwards (lie6), Samuel Hunt (sjh14), 

Alex Pitchford (agp1), Ariel Ladegaard (arl13), Gareth Stephens (gfs2), Paola Montaya, (pgm2),    

Chris Howells (cjh15), Peter McGoldrick (pem15), Tusharadri Mahmud (tum), Hannah Meethoo 

(ham49), Phoebe Holcombe (psh6). 

In attendance: Myfanwy Cowdy (mmm) 

1. Apologies for Absence 

Youra Taroyan (yot), (Zoe Harris (Yr 3), Jordan Regan (Yr 1) 

2. Welcoming of New SSCC representatives 

A few new members had joined since the last SSCC Committee. Hannah, Tusharadri and Peter 

introduced themselves as the new year 0 representatives.   Chris is an additional year 1 

representative, Lewis an additional year 4 representative and Liam is the new Welsh Medium 

representative.  

3.  Minutes of the Last Meeting 

AGP1 reported that as it wasn’t mentioned in the minutes that ‘find my rep.’ now appeared on the 

Student ‘s Union website. The co-option of academic Reps. is being revised and is currently with the 

Student Engagement and Experience Committee (SEEC). 

The minutes of the last meeting were then agreed.   

4. Matters arising from last meeting 

No Minute 
No 

Action Whose Action Action Status 

1 1.1 E-mail CJP about Ariel Ladegraad’s election 
as IMPACs UG rep 

DPL Done 

2 1.2 Chair to send an e-mail to the Welsh 
Medium students 

GRM4 Liam appointed 

3 1.5 Student reps. to visits the Labs to recruit 
reps. from Year 0 and Yr. 1 

Student Reps.  3 year 0 reps 
appointed and 1 
extra year 1 rep. 

4 5.8.1 Institute Rep. to arrange meeting with the 
Joint honours reps. 

ARL13 To be done by 
next SSCC 
meeting 

5 5.10.1 DPL to speak to Met with regards to an 
‘Institute Suggestion Box’ 

DPL On-going.  
Discussion in 
place of how 
many box and the 
best location(s) 

6 5.10.2 Send out an e-mail to all students DPL Done 



explaining JUNO 

7 6.2.1 Student Reps to send out an Introductory 
e-mail to year groups. 

Student Reps. Done 

8 6.3.1 Enquire about the Outreach Astrophysics 
Club 

MAN27 On-going.  

 

Action 5.8.1: ARL13 to report back about arranging a meeting with other Joint Honours Reps 

Action 5.10.1: DPL to discuss with MET on how many suggestion boxes is needed and their 

location(s) 

Action: 6.3.1: GRM4 to e-mail MAN27 to arrange a meeting regarding the creation of an Astronomy 

club and to find out if it needs accreditation. 

Action 6.4.1: Student reps to find out where students can print via ‘Tell Us Now’ and DPL to find out 

if students can use the printer by the Common Room  

Action 7.1: Lewis to send out an e-mail to all students telling them about the new common room 

B59 in the Llandinam building.  

Action 10.1: DPL to contact Blackboard staff regrading setting up a notification when an activity goes 

on the Discussion board. Also, to contact staff to see if they use the Discussion board and to see if a 

Discussion board for Staff Research could be created. 

Action 10.2: General office staff to receive Science posters and to put them on the noticeboards. 

Action 10.3: Move the IOP noticeboard to outside the part 1 lab. 

Action 11.1: Student Reps to contact Tell Us Now regarding having more sockets in the Physics. 

Library 

Action 11.2: Sandy Spence to be invited to the next meeting to discuss private booths in the Library. 

5. Student Matters 

5.1 Year 0 

5.1.1 The Year 0 reps reported that a Facebook page had been created where they had introduced 

themselves to Year 0 students 

5.1.2 Students had asked if the Exam timetable could be   more specific to a course rather than see 

the whole University’s timetable.  Students had to scroll through the whole list to see their modules. 

5.1.3 There had not been enough discussion on how to do a formal report.  A presentation had been 

given but an in-depth discussion would also have been beneficial. 

Action: DPL to inquire if the students could have their exams imported into their calendars. 

 



Action: cjh15 to e-mail a formal report example that was handed out to year 0 last year and Man27 

will place on Blackboard. 

Action: ARL13 to check with Neil Taylor regarding the overhaul of the Exams that was currently in 

progress and to report back at the next meeting. 

5.2 Year 1 

5.2.1 No issues.  A request was made for a more centralised location be made for loading 

assignments on Blackboard, so students could see straight away what was due.  This would be easier 

than having to go in to each individual module. 

Action: DPL to contact the Blackboard team to see if a button can be inserted on Blackboard to 

access upcoming assignments. 

5.3 Year 2 

5.3.1 There had been some difficulty in finding the link to assignments on Blackboard for some 

modules. These were the ones that were taught by more than one member of staff.  

Action: Year Rep. to contact the module co-ordinators.  

5.4 Year 3 

5.4.1The feedback for PH33610 had not been given for 5 weeks.  This had been due to staff illness 

the committee was told. The Physics students are happy with the module, but others find it too 

easy.   Also, the feedback for PH33510 had been late because of the discrepancy between markers 

so they could not be published.  Some student had comments on their assignments, but others 

didn’t. 

 Module Approval forms were in hand for changes to the 2nd year from the next academic year.  

Action: EF would provide feedback to individual students if they so wished. 

5.5 Year 4 

5.5.1 The 8 going to Svalbard had an extension to the Numerical methods assignment so all other 

students had therefore been given and extension.  

Action: GRM4 to e-mail DPL to get a dedicated Svalbard Student nominated to the SSCC 

5.6 PG 

5.6.1 There was concern about the low number of new PGs as this would affect teaching. 

Demonstrators were limited to 6 hours a week for PGs. Physics unlike computer Science Department 

do not employ UGs as demonstrators.  If there was a real shortage of demonstrators it might be 

possible to employ external people. 

AP would be standing down as Institute Rep on the SSCC committee as 4th year students should not 

have been asked to be on the Committee. 



5.7 Welsh Medium 

5.7.1 No issues 

6. Careers and Employability 

6.1 CF reported on the Gregynog trip which had now taken place in November. HM had sent a 

questionnaire after the trip, so feedback would be available there.  A lot of positive comments had 

been received.  More diversity was suggested for next year as this year there was only one external 

guest.  

Action: CF to contact an Alumni to see if they can attend next year. A teacher would be preferred. 

7. Diversity and Inclusion 

7.1 The chair mentioned that there is a Diversity and Inclusion Committee in the Physics. The Physics 

Department is a Juno Practitioner. Miriam from Galway is helping with this as Galway are a Juno 

Champion.  The Focus group had also been held.  More would be said about this after the data had 

been anonymised. 

 

Action: 3yrd year rep.to be invited to the Physics Diversity and Inclusion committee next year. 

8. Staff matters 

8.1. Nothing to report 

9. A.O.B 

9.1 CJH15 mentioned a forthcoming trip to Bletchley park but no further details now. 

Action: CJH15 to contact SXC 

No. Minute No. Action Whose Action 

1 5.8.1 
(previous 
minutes) 

To report back about arranging a 
meeting with other Join Honours 
Reps 

ARL13 

2 5.10.1 To discuss with MET on how many 
suggestions boxes is needed and 
their location(s) 

DPL 

3 6.3.1 To e-mail MAN27 to arrange a 
meeting regarding the creation of 
an Astronomy club and to find out 
if it needs accreditation 

GRM4 

4.  6.4.1 To find out where students can 
print via ‘Tell Us Now’ and to see if 
students can use the printer by 
the Common Room 

Student Reps/DPL 

5 7.1 To send an e-mail to all students 
telling them about the new 
Common Room B59 in Llandinam 

HDH1 



6 10.1 To contact the Blackboard team 
regarding seeing up a notification 
when an activity goes on the 
Discussion Board.  Also, to contact 
staff re. their usage of the 
Discussion Board 

DPL 

7 10.2 To send Science Posters to the 
General Office so that they go on 
the noticeboards 

Student Reps. 

8 10.3 Move the IOP Noticeboard to 
outside the part 1 Lab 

Technicians 

9 11.1 To contact Tell us now regarding 
having more sockets in the Physics 
Library 

Student Reps. 

10 11.2 Sandy Spence to be invited to the 
next meeting to discuss private 
booths in the Library 

Student Reps. 

11 5.1.2 to inquire if the students could 
have their exams imported into 
their calendars 

DPL 

12 5.1.2 to check with Neil Taylor regarding 
the overhaul of the Exams that 
was currently in progress and to 
report back at the next meeting 

ARL13 

13 5.1.3(current 
minutes) 

to e-mail a formal report example 
that was handed out to year 0 last 
year and Man27 will place on 
Blackboard 

cjh15 

14 5.2.1 DPL to contact the Blackboard 
team to see if a button can be 
inserted on Blackboard to access 
upcoming assignments 

 

15 5.3.1 to contact the module co-
ordinators regarding inputting 
assignments in the same place on 
Blackboard.  (shared modules) 

Year Rep 

16 5.4.1 Feedback to PH33610 would be 
given on demand 

EDF 

17 5.5.1  to e-mail DPL to get a dedicated 
Svalbard Student nominated to 
the SSCC 

GRM4 

18 6.1 to contact an Alumni to see if they 
can attend next year. A teacher 
would be preferred. 

CF 

19 7.1 3yrd year rep.to be invited to the 
Physics Diversity and Inclusion 
committee next year. 

DPL 

20 9.1 to contact SXC regarding trip to 
Bletchley park 
 

CJH15 

 


