OPINION LETTERS

When votes count
From Sandy Johnson

Ian Stewart's article on the
cs of voti

everyone votes, and every
vote counts,

Mandatory voting affects
results far more than the

take pleasure in the fact that no
voting system is perfect, while

prominence by Stewart’s article.
He would also do well to consider
the i i

failing the
relative merits of voting systems
should be investigated and

qualitatively assessed (1 May, p28).

Tomy mind, the voting system
here in Australia has several
advantages, not least of which is
that preference voting means
every vote counts. You can vote
foraminor assured that

system used in the Australian
Senate, and the advantages
that brings toa government's
second house.

Nossystem s perfect, but some
arealot better than others.
Freshwater, New South Wales,
Australia

ifit turns intoa race between
the twomajor parties then your
order of preference, and your
vote, counts.

Inaddition, enforcing
mandatory voting means that
the resultis truly

From David Goddard
Tan Stewart predictsan

happen, with a realistic number
of voters sucha result becomes
vanishingly unlikely.

Perth, UK

From David Monkman

ordering from

apreferential voting system.

Itisnota paradoxatall; itis

merely a dead heat. Each notional
: R

of the total electorate. Political
parties mustattempt toappeal to

number of first, second and third
preference votes, sosurely it

‘This encourages politicians to
consider the effects of policies.
over the whole socioeconomic

would aflaw

if the system were to identify a

victor in such circumstances.
While a draw would provide

ies in turning

estimate of 1.5 million species

than your value of 70,000.
Alithe larger organisms up
which this feature focused so

for each plant species that goes
extinet, diverse microbial

‘matter. It could be happening
now and we wﬂuldn 't evcn kn

the total national party votes into
a proportional number of MPs for

each party. The solution lies in

(Nature R
vols, p488).
Thereis more to biological

giving each MP multiple vot
when they come to vote in
parliament. The number of votes
a particular MP could wield would
be calculated by taking all the
votes for their party, from every

. e

and plants.
Aberystwyth, Ceredigion, UK

The editor writes:
M There s no central catalogue:

spectrum. With

p tto
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Semi-detached
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il 2%

i
e boughta book of stamps with
six stamps per page. From each
pageitwas posslbletoextracta
single stamp or block of stamps
(each stamp still attached to at

4 6|Y

leastoneother) with any vlue from  of the valuesitwaspossible to

15 up to the total value of the six
stamps. joe noticed that for most
achi

selectasingle stamp ora block
of stamps in two ways.

values chieved
injustoneiay, but foreach of four

What P

X&Y?

of the

answer opened on Wednesday 23June: The Editor's decsionisfinal,
Please send entries 10 Enigra 1596, New Scientist, Lacon House,
84 London WCIX 8NS, or

evenly allits MPs.
Every party that had at least
one MP elected would be
i and

for
and there may be considerable
double counting, hence the
current estimate. Microbial

2 :

the important MP-constituency
link is maintained. Vitally, voter
turnout would probably increase,
because no vote, even ina safe
seat, would be wasted. Above all
else the result would be fair.
Ramsey St Mary’s,
Cambridgeshire, UK

On biodiversity

From Gareth Griffith, Institute
of Biological, Environmental
and Rural Sciences

Itisamajor oversight that your

uncertain: the American Society
of Microbiology published a
reportin 2007 questioning the
notion of speciesat this level,
given the degree of horizontal
gene transfer.

From John Morris
Yourarticle on biodiversity
fails to mention the effects

of geology, topography and
soils. While working inland
development in North Borneo
(now partof Malaysia) inthe
19505 and 1960s, Isaw aerial
photographs of the natural forest

artic] ‘mention:

prio ion. Itwas

fleetingly
(24 April, p32).
Furthermore, you: repon
that “ourbest

ify areas of land
‘with particular soils by marking
the boundaries of the different
natural

(please include your postal address).
Answer to 1590 Return to starter: The numberis 693
‘The winner john Shrimpton, Kirkby-in-Furness, Cumbria, UK
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give the number of species
between1.4and 1.9 million”.
These numbers ignore David

‘The forest species groups that
occupied soils derived from
basalts differed from thoseon

P

soils. andesites,




