Waxcap Key – sheet 1



How to use the Key : :

1) Decide whether the fungi you are trying to identify is Stipe Viscid & Cap Viscid, Stipe Dry and Cap Viscid or Stipe Dry & Cap Dry.

2) Choose the ‘Description of Fungi’ in the left column that matches the fungi you wish to identify.

3) Look across from the ‘Description of Fungi’ column until a match is found. If there are more than 1 possible matches then use sheet 2 to further identify the fungi.
	Description of Fungi
	Stipe Viscid & Cap Viscid


	Stipe Dry and Cap Viscid
	Stipe Dry & Cap Dry

	Cap turning black.
	conica
	conica
	conica

	Cap dark grey to black, gills & flesh reddening.
	
	ovina
	ovina

	Cap white.
	
	virginea

russocoriacea

Go to sheet 2 section 1
	pratensis var pallida

fornicata

Go to sheet 2 section 2

	Cap or stipe with at least some green.
	psittacina var psittacina
	
	citrinovirens

	Cap violet, lilac or blueish.
	lilacina
	clyptriformis
	calyptriformis

lilacina

viola
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	Cap grey or blue-grey.
	irrigata
	fornicata

lacmus

flavipes

Go to sheet 2 section 4
	fornicata

canescens

nitrata
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	Cap brown.
	irrigata
	ingrata

spadicea

colemanniana
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	ingrata

spadicea

Go to sheet 2 section 6

	Cap yellow & conical.
	persistens
	persistens
	citrinovirens

	Cap yellow & convex.
	chlorophana

vitellina

glutinipes var glutinipes

insipida

citrinopallida

xanthochroa
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	chlorophana

ceracea

citrinopallida

aurantiosplendens
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	turunda

citrinopallida

xanthochroa

quieta

Go to sheet 2 section 9

	Cap orange & gills free, adnate or adnexed.
	mucronella

insipida

xanthochroa
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	aurantiosplendens

persistens var konradii

persistens var persistens
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	quieta

miniata

calciphilla

substrangulata

intermedia

helobia

reidii
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	Cap orange & gills decurrent.
	insipida

laeta

xanthochroa
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	laeta
	pratensis

turunda

cantharellus

Go to sheet 2 section 14

	Cap red & gills red.
	glutinipes var rubra

psittacina var perplexa
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	coccinea

punicea

marchii
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	mucronella

splendidissima

helobia

miniata

calciphila

reidii

coccinea
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	Cap red & gills decurrent.
	coccineocrenata

mucronella
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	cantharellus

coccineocrenata

mucronella
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Note: The 'Waxcap key' is adapted from 'The quick key' in "The genus Hygrocybe" by David Boertmann.


